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| About the Primary Law.

What is Inoked upon as B general legal
i|zed primary election lnw anppears In the
! Aots of Assembly of 100-'04. It has been
| {nierpolated In the ravision of chapler
! 40  of ihe Code of Virginin, and is now
| chaptor 067, dnd was approved by the
| Gavernar Junuary 11, 180,

. The full title of the act, which covers

nearly iwenty poges, s as follows: “An
2ct. to wmend and ro-enact chapter 10 of
:, tha Code of Virginla, In reference to gen-
joral nnd speclal eleotions; when = and
| whers to. be held; 'regulaifon fér thelp
I'cunduct and: governmoent compensation
i:‘nr gervices In elections,

YIp Beotion 123 of thia act, It la pro-

Uwlded, in efteot,’ that the qualifications
;uf voters and provislons agninst fraud in
| primary electlons ghall he substantinlly
\1he samo na Lhey are in regular cleo-
{1lons, whother the sama ba hela under
tuny statute law of this State or under
| & plan provided by some nolitieal party.”
| In scctlon 122 under the heading *'Cost
fof ‘Elections,” ‘It Is provided that ‘'‘the
l'cout of conducting electlons undar this
" vhapter shall bo/ pald by ihe counties and
Lultles respectively."
" Objecton is mnde o this statule by
{ soveral members of Lhe deneru. Assembly
who nre  learned In the law and whose
‘opinion s entitled Lo respect. Some of
Abem ‘are well known fricnds of the
primary system, Thele honesty and good
intentlons are beyond questlon. Among
oihier {things, 1t s eald that the title to
{his-acl is not sufclently broad to make
the: enaciment regarding .primary elec-
‘tions constitutional. They do not think
{hat n primary alectton is'an election
within the meaning of the title of that
enapter.

1L will ‘never do for thizs uncertamty to

continue. Important elections are to be
Tield In the citles of this Btate In the
month of June, apd according to prac-
{lce, primarles will tonke ploce at least
'I.]nh'ly days in ndvance of those eleo-
{Inne, T4 pught to be known to the public
heyond a shedow of doubt whether thia
qet of Assembly s law or not. IC. the
{wo houszes of the Gonpral Assembly have
any doubt as 1o the sufficlency or the
conetituflonality of (t, then they should
proceed to correct It in every respect
where doubt A enterinined.

1{ does not seem that the perfecting of

{tis amct would eonflict with any law
which ths Leglslature might heroafler
maka, Certain it.a-that.the people of the
citles Aand towha "Bf° Vi‘rglnl:!, aught not
'{o be compelled to go Into primary elec-,
tlong this year without knowlng whether
1hey are safe-guarded by law or not. And
then, ton, it is of the highest Importance
‘ihat candldatea and commiltess should
know whether tha expenses of primary
Uplnctlprs are to be pald by the countles
'@nd citfes respectively or by contribu-
i1lona Jevied upon candidates am hereto-
i fore. i

What wa ask {1 that members of ihe
‘Legislature will glve this subject early.

and earnest attention. We nre oppoaed to

Lthe T.egizlature'e interfaring ioo much
| with the detnlls of party primaries, but
cwe cannot bul urge thatl it will safe-

guard them agalnst fraud, That slmple

thing, certainly, it pught to do, and it
ougkt to do it so well and so clearly that
the protoction of the law  will follow

#nd shield eash primary just as it would

i rogular electlon,

John Mitchell’'s Wisdom.

One of the most Instructlve of all the
fnterviews Mr. Tronk G, Carpenler has
sent us s that  with  Presldent John
Mitehell, which was printed In our fssue
ol Hunday.,

Mr., Miehell {8 a thorougli-going labar
unlon mon, and his sympithies are all
with his lellow-workmen. e Is a4 pavtl-
ran, but he Igffrank and tries to be falp,
Av any ratle, he & honest apd courageouys,
pad we always rend with interest whals-
cver he has o say on (his subject.

In the coures of the Interview, now up-
fie dincussion, Mr, Mitchell was asked
fbout eombinations of eapltal and the
comblnations of luber and whether ap
not they were agalngt the publle Interest.
1i¢ replied thut the pubilic would not per-
mil iteelf to Le fleeced, and that any
improper comblpation or agreement at
cnee would be exposed, By woay of (-
Instration. he #ald that the coal denlers
pnd the coal teumsters of Chicago formed
en unrighteous combination sgalnst the
Jatdie, whose purpofe was to charge ox-
erkltant  prices, but thut the combinas
tion lasted only & few days: ps soon bh
il was exposed, It went Lo pleces. “And
wo 4t will be! he added, “with any com-
Lination that may: be formed.  Besldes
there 18 competition; you can't have big
profits without it I do, not care how
Jigge youp capital s 0L I8 Lhe same
cwlth wages, If you put them up here

. 1n Washinglon, ibe Ballmore workmea |

witl rush |0 and compatition wiil bting!
thiem dowid' #H

1 /nll lnbor. lenders  would recottnlze
that Rimple Aruth thate wotlld | he. leas
trouble in ths worklag world, ‘This 14
the doctritg which 't'e Times-1spatch
hig preachod over amd over agalh. 1irat
of ‘all, we have glven warning Lhul!no

and gelfishnoes’ with o view lo promots
Iag 1t own Intervsta nl the esponsd uf

‘of olhers, cann hayve permaiient.suceess
{5 the Uniled States,. This ls true; wheth-
er the combine be aicomblnation of caps
Itailsts 'or' o, comblnatlon oflaborefs.
Tha Americun people are lovets of lib-
erty and falf play ‘and they  will not
permit Lhemselves to be brow honten and
Imposed | upon by any =ort of catmbing.
tlon. R
Apnrt from  that, the Haw of ﬂgmnﬁtl
and stpply governs and -will'contihue to
govern. By comblnation, competition
may be appnrently erushed out, | But
even Af thal bo tha case, the feat of
competitlon {& nn gver-present Influence,
Whenever, any (combinntion begins ita
tharge an exorbllant price for Its pro-
duct, It Invites competition, and in one
form or nnother; competition will come,
M7, Mlitchell (s right In saying that the
prople Wil not be fleeced. Tho same
rula applles dn ihe tleld of labor No
man or set of men can forco an em-
ployer to pny & wage higher than some
other man, or set of men, equally’'com-
petenl, il work for That wns rtlmr-
oughly ‘demanstrated  diring: the recent
girlke of streot rar ‘employes In' tihie
city.

Salt Water for Fires. '
_Since the Baltimore dirnster New Yori-
era have heen conaldering mora or less
serfously the- proposition ‘to’ employ sall
water to extihguish fires, i
The argument In’ favor of ths plan ls
that it would greally telleve the demand
upon the regulor supply, of fresh waler,
. and Ir caws of & conflagration vfoul:!
make: the ofty independent ol the reser-
volr and aveld any possibllily of failuro
to procure water from that solreo.

It meems to us that o supply of anlt
water in New York, or in any othar oily
which {8 able to obtaln ft, could be ndvan-
tngeously used for purposes other than
flro-tighiing. Salt water would bhe mot
only mB good =8 fresh water, but better,
for washing the streets and flushing
tho sewers. and It might even bo used
far sanitary purposes in resldences anfl
publie bulldings:” In this way it would
aorva a double purpess; it womld do all
that frosh water ean do, and more
for it would act as a disinfeotant as:
well as a cleanalng agency.

Of course, thera would be tha adaitloral
coat of laying another set of plpes, but
there would probably he somo saving In
drawing a Iarge part of the elty's water
supply from the harbor, rather than Irom
points vemots. At any rate it 18 an
Intereating proposition  for' cliles  which
have an  Inexhaustible supply of salt.

What'll " He Do’ With It?"
The “Idle Reporter’” made excallent re-
ply in Sundays Isaun to our question con-
cerning the proper Way o expend an
Incoma of $0,00 a year, Indeed, the re-
ply was so good Lhat we should be dis-
pozed to give him the prize, dld we nod
fear that the money would turn his head
and retire Wim from alearcer fn which
he is so usetul, and from a profession
which he has always adorned,

Our friend has helped The Times-Dis-
pateh to carry out the purpose It had in
view In bringing Its readers face to face
Iwilh this gerious proposition. MMost peo-
plo thinlk that It would be n great lark
to spend $60,000 a year, hut wealth I8 n
great rvesponsibility, and it I8 no ensy
matter for # copsclentlous man or woman
to handle & large sum of money.

CAgnln in ralsing the discusslon, we
had hoped that some rich men In Vir-
glula might get a valuable hint from oue
correspondants. Therp are many ways In
which money can be profitably employed
by those who are possessed both of riches
and tho true apirit of philanthropy.
Indeed, valuabla hints wera glven, and
gome day we may take up the subjeel
agaln and nsk for additlonal  sugges-
tions M this dirsetion,

But wp, had stlll another objeclive view,
Wo do not belleve In day dreaming, but
a lttle elr-castle-bullding of the right
sort Aosa mo harm, and somethmes may
do good, Many peopls have the hablt ana
u had hablt it 18, of taking thelr troubles
tn bed with them. It !s this-sort of thing
that is responsible wvery largely for in-
sominn, about which ws hear 5o much,
Proubles make a had bed-fellow and are
aure to pravent sleep. Tt Is difMcult when
troubles are upon us Lo put them out of
mind, ant tho only way Lo do it, the enly
way 16 change one's thoughts, 1s to sib-
stitute & new thought for the old, We,
{herefore, recommeond to these who take
thelr troubles to bed with them and are
deprived of sleep thereby to employ the
question which we have pul ns a remedy
for insompla, Bpend $0,000 on yoursell
and vour loved ones, in malking presents,
in relloving dilstress, In dellghtful Jour-
neys op private car and private yachl—
but bafare you have spent half of it you
are upt to bo In dreamland, Try It and
B,
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Educating the Negro,

Booker YWashington recently made on
indlreel reply Ili the vharge of Governor
vardaman thal educatlon, instead of
helping the negro, tended to the promo-
tion of crime, He stated that he had
sent letters to representative white men
in the South, pultlng some practiceal
guestions to them concerplng the negroes'
progress, e recelved 138 replles to s

letters, and here are o few of the re-
Hullsi

Haps sducation mude the pegro p more
urefu]  elttzen®

Answer=Yes 1215 no, 4; unanswered, 1L
Has |t mude hlm more eeonemieal and
more Inelned to sequlre wealth?
Arswer=Yes 95 o, Mp unanswercd,
2.
Dots 1
workman,
thought are reghlr
ANEWer—Yes, 12, nno, unanswered, 2,
1us educatlon lmproved the morals of
the black race? 3
ppswer—Yes 075 00, 20; Unangwered, 19,

make him
especinlly

17

i maore
wherse

valuahle
skl and

untighteons culnb\!ﬁnllnm tormed i1 greod”

the publie and i detlance of the tighla

Haa (b inds hig tollglon less _arimtin‘_n_ni
cand moge: proctical? ’

edicated wii ‘commlt dtline?
Ahatver=Tgnorant, 110} eduented, 8} tin=
Atiwared, 17y =i
Doea crimo Brow
crengos amang the coloted,people?
Alswer—Yes, ‘102; no, 1!'L_3umnswcl~cd.
' A/

16, L j
6 Lhia moral growth of the negro sahdl
to, hlp mental growih?

lowing stotemenl:

UNol o &lngle gradunte of the Hamps
{on Tnstitite or o the 'Iuskegen Inatituto
cin b found to-dny In any fall or Stats
‘penltehliney: Aftor mallng careful Ins
quiry, 1 connot find .o balf dosen ciases,
of u 'maf or wompi who has completed
i tull courde of education In anhy of our
replitable hiatititlons lllee Hampton, Pls-
kegoe, Flsk or Atlanta, whe nre in prlas
ons, | The records of tho South show thit
00 per cent: of the toloted peoplo in

and 01 per cent. are lilllerate. Thig
stutement alone dlsproves the assartion
tiint the hegro graws In.crlme a4 eédu-
ciallon Inctedses, | 1f ‘dhe negro ol the
Norih la more oriminal than hig brathor
it the 'Boulh, it 't leeause tho Nofth
withholds ‘[rom him the epportunily for
smnployment which the dotth glved, | It s
not 1he sdueated yogro who! has boon
gullty of or aven charged with crlme in
the South; {L 15, as o rule, the ons wno
his o mere amattaring of cduciatlon o
s in totul lgnornnee,'!

Wa hive made some {nvestigntions on
ol own necount, coneerning the gradu-
ales of the Normal!Schonl ol JInmpton,
and, wilh o single excentjon, tho reparts
wora nll good, | Theds i;r:1rjqnlus who are
lving in Virginla, aro dolng well and
behaving themuelves In o hecoming mon-
ner. Mr. T. . Glass, superintendent of
publie sehools .':;-;‘ i,}rn\chhurg, mnlltlc'a.ﬂm_
atutement that only ona graduate of the
nogro High School In that elty his ever
been arresied for a erlminal offerse, and:
we have remson to belleve that much
lhe same may be snld of the negrocs in
Riclimond wha have had the rlght =ort
of training. ]

.1t 4 sheer nonsense to say thal good
Araining {vjures any porson, no matler
{o what roce such person belongs. 1L so,
‘thon (he’ whole theory  of rducation ls
wrong, and/ought Lo ‘ba nbaolighed. The
muln thing In negro educatlon, as in the
education of whites, 1s to have the right
sort of teachers; to haye teachera who
will leach, Arat of all, the lesson ol obe-
diencs, 10 children are taught obe-
.dlence and all Lhat It implies, the founda-
tlon of good character will have besh
loid, and good results are sura to follow.

Free Speech.

One of the mosl Interesting announces=
ments made aince the war hetween Ttus-
sip nnd Japan begon s the statemont
sent out from  &t, Petersburg that the
Czar ling ‘abollshed censorship itpon all
news and attfbr telegrams golng. abrond,
The ;‘\.wsu'cluteﬂ Preds correspondent says
thut under the reglme allowing perfect

ANNWeEAYEs, 1001 no, 10} uhnnawvered:|

T80t an.oa pule, Uhe dghorant oF the 4

fosd haedication ins |4

Afibwer—Yey, G{ no, 461 unanswered, 8s.,):
O fifssowh account he made tho fols ¥

prison nre without lenowledge of trades

|Violets! |
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will 'be  benefited by Lhe 'Torrehs sye-
tem, ‘and thus emphasizes the great im-
portance of Fouse bill, No. 84,

8inco. the death of pif, Hunna, thers
Is greater dotbt than ever before whether
the ! Bennte will conflitm Leonntd "‘Wood
ne nl mtjor-genernl dn the rrmy.) M
Hanno was the lesder In' oppesitlonio
nor]{lrmntinﬁ, and now that ke ls dedd,
a number ‘of- members feol as ) though
they wpul:_l' ke o respect his wishes in
the m_aite'l.'.

The ' genernl sentlment . in the Senato
soema 1o be antugonistic to the consid-
eration ‘of. the nomination at (his tme.

The, probabliity s that nstion will e

deferred  untll March; Indeed, It “mny
g0 over ta the rext sesslon of Con-
Eross ‘ |

It' /{5 understpod  that Senator Heott,
of Weet, Virminla, who made'the minor.
ity report of the Senate Commltles on
Milltary, Affalrs, will net agsume the

leadership of ihe oppositlon. .

Protessor. Jullus Nelson; blologlst  for
the Massachusetts Bureau of Bhell Iish-

crles, hos, b 15 clalmed, waorked out a

‘mothod of propagating oyster germs: or

soeds,  Ono  buckelful of spawn, It iz
Gald, will supply all the material one
would need for extensive planting.

This &8 ' lmportant, If true—and 1f {t
will worlk as'well In practica as In theory!
Our 'Impression, though dim, Is ‘that
oxperiments of this character have been
mado - before, ‘and thereforo we shall
watch outiio 'see sxnctly what. Profes-:
sor Nelson clalms for his researches,

The Citlzéns' Bmergency Committee of

freedom  of . ihe forelgn press, it s be-
Neyed thee Hussia will soorn cease to be
'cnnst_nntly subject. o underground, nt-
{nek, and  that sho wlll see  lersolf
through honést spectacles,  Offlolnly he-
llayn, adds the correspondent, that the
new svatem wiil stop mlerepresantation
of Russlan Internal affairs and a spread
of libolg supplled by enemies ot HRussla.
"Phe groatest mistake that ary govern-
‘ment ean make {3 tn attempt to sup-
press the news. The best and surest
wiy Lo prevent uniruthful gossip eon-
cerning any publle matter 1s to: publish
the whole truth. So long as the people
belicve that something iz belng withheld
from them. they are going to spooulate
akout It, and axaggerated reports ara sure
to apread, The moro It Is attempled to
vhush it up” Lhe mors the people will
gosalp, ‘The only way to “hush up'' any
report I8 ta pui the whole story Into
print, When the peopla are satlsfied that
{hey lnow the whole story, they will soon
forget it and lnok for something new.
This is a bil of shop philosophy (hat
to fpdividuals as It 18 to

la as useful

A Sensible Prophet.

Posl. made 4

Yesterday's Washinglon
now  dopariure {0 printing Ils weitther
report—wa shoulg soy s woalher re-
ports, fin Lhersg wers two of (hem on
(he left‘hand eorner, was this forecnst|

} Weather,—Ioin  {o-day; lo-morrow,
tnfr and ‘eolder: fresh to brisk ghift-
Ing winda, beeoming northwesterly,

And an the right-hand corner this:

or

Wealher,=Fnlr _ tn-day; raln
fresh

snow ot night or. to-morroWw;
eosterly winds.

That s very Ingenfous, and, In times
Wke Lhls, It 18 more or less Justifiablo.
ordinarity, a newspaper la not oxpeat-
ed to tako but one guess ot the wenther,
Hut thesa are no  ordinary  times n
weather eclreles.  With the thermometer
anit the barometer doing alunis  every
hnur IL is hard for Bny weither prophot
to keep hls bearipgs and propieey with
any degroo of certalnty aviat a o day'a
woeather may bring torth, Thevefors, our
Washington contempaornry s purdanablo
for ndopting the doublp sfandord an
wkhig two guesses Instead ol one, Nor
do we hlama the Tost's prophet for glv-
Ing himselt plenty of Jatitnde, On Lhe
left no prediets URoln o to-doy; falt to-

marrow.! | On the plght “Falr to-day;
raln to;morrow.”

n making thls forecast the prophet
thus reasoped  wihin pdmselfs ML

ba folr to-day and raln Le-morrow, 1hare
will he the vlght predictlons; it others
wike, the none that g left.  In o elthey
event, the forecast will be rlght”

1¢ Baul nlso smong the prophets? o

House Bill No, o4.

It appears fram the thivd article pub-
Hshed by us to-day on the Torrens sys-
tem, Lthat there are norg  thay 160,060
mude  adults by Vieginla owning S
worth of resl estale. Ag this amount of
property confers the  rlght of suffrage
under the new Constlitution, it i prabo-

voter, Judging from the reglstration re-
tul s, I0 would seem that the land-owners
in Vicginlp will garry the balapee  of
power at the polls. “The avlicls Iy gieg-
‘uu'u _elearly. shows how  theso .L-ll,I_w_r'l.;

Lo that ench one of these cltizens 13 o |

Baltimors  have fugreed . to recommend
(hat, in /theimprovemert. and renewnl.
of ‘the streels in ' the  birned: adlstrict,’
property-owners shall be asseszad one-
third of the cost, ‘whera beneflt accrues,
whilst the remainder 'is ‘pafd for out
of tho publle treasury,

It was al [first suggested that the
property-owners,  shoulds pay one-half,
But after o prolonged diseusslon of this
point, the determination was mreached
that one-thi*d would, in all the clrcum-
stnreed, he falrer and hetter.

Colonel Watterson  has  finally an-
nouncerd that I Cleveland, “the upper
millstone,” and Bryan, ‘'the nether mill-
gtone,” shull both be skletracked, he wiil
aecopt anvthing orf any man standing
between them,  even though It should
be Colonel Watierson himaelf,

The United States Senate will to-day
talkie o vaie on the ratifieatlon of the
Pannma canal ireaty. | Jt will be rati-
fled. Senators Danlel and Martin are
okpected (o vote In.the negatlye,

o

Whenever o war breaks out ‘botween
natlons, 1tlle Chill manages to:have n
fow war ships'to sell tu‘_ﬂiti“!l' or l!Ol].’t at
n good round proflt. Very rempectable
Hinp of business that, Zhe huoys them in
the plping tmes of poace:

vy tree, that
never oxlsted, recelved moro attantlon
In the publie schools’ yestorday than
dld ¢ Washingten, who' did exist to
u considerable extent:

The Honorablg Mark Hanna lived down
the cruel captoenists and becomo ons
of ihe most popular men In public: life,
No small men could have done that,

e e—eaeES

Al long as the orders for supplles keep
coming i, Unele Sam Will nol bother
uboul offering Japan and Russla any
ollve branch ruggentions,

Anyhow, when your Uncle Grover
renches for bl typewrlter, lig mlways
puls something en the paper. that all
the people gladly road,

Bnanto Domlngo (8 trylng very hard to
Feep up o slde show, but frem o war
news standpoint, Hapte Pominge l§ get-
Ung lost n 'thevshuffle,

Colonel  Bryan will  tind Rlehmond o
mlghty hospltable old town, although It
muy take but llttle stock in aome of his

political vagurles,

e Jdamestown Expahl'_tlun. that i 1o
be, §4 snid to be creating more tilk in

ihe patriotie’ North than the Bt Louls
Slaw,
The long lopked for warm raln haa

al ust glven alg winter 1 whoele Lhat

They might strikea

cul those wives,
Iive ons,

= T = (
Sales To-day and To-morrow,
Bui ano publie ayetion palo I8 announced’]
fog to-day. Messrs, J. Thompson own
win) Company-will affer. at 6 1 M, Nu
Bbs Buehanan Bireet. This ks o lwo-story
briek il frame dwelling, I'l'“l_ll'il_lﬁ 193
feor on the wesh slde: of Buchanan. Mhls
15 ernstdered ap exasilent plece of inyests
et 1:1'1-1:”1?'. et 1
Measts, Poflard and Baghy (will offur

‘out regnrd to local ‘eondlitions,

thy two-story dwelllng At Illﬁ_gorimi".
] Noy G20 e

I and Jackwna.ﬂﬁmm i
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PRIMARY ELECTION BILL.

Some Explanation of Its Provi-
| siong and Purposes,

feditor of The 'Mimes-Disputeht

Sl}',_-u-slnco tha bill te provide for pris
mary plecllons: wasg Introduced Into tho
Honnld thiora has beed . goneral interest
‘munifested in s seope nnd purposs, and
1t moy not be untintely to meatton what
soomy Lo e the necossity for such o low
and Lo glvo some explanitlon of ils pro-
vi.‘:llnnu. g :

“Those who oppose all primary electiona
eannot, of course; he reconolled to un
moisire whith ntlemptla: Lo muakie prls
matles elean und offeetive nnd, Lherefore,
Duqu!:u'. ’l‘ortumltmy. mueh people: dro
fow, uhd from all indieatlons are growing
rupldly: fewer. | As publle nonllmm:gls now
tranding, '[L would seem not mprobable
tlmt_ helfore aniny  yedrs people; holding
llmt‘ view will ba more remarkable for
thalr cecontricity 'than for thelr numbers
or influence, Tad) il

Tho real dieully In drawing o bill to
logulize - primurles s to) harmonjze  the
cofiflleting, not te suy eontradictory, opln.
fons of ‘the honest.friends of the ' 'prls
mary: system, Chat thia diMeulty s not
‘funelful will! be apprecinted’ by ony ono
who undertakes the task,  Same Lhink
there ahould be o thorough-going and: ex-
haustlve plan, golng Into the minutest
detalls, and’ leaving iitlle or nothing: to
the! purty nuthorities. Others: hold P{lml’.
thero should Bo no teglslntion exeept sk
na meroly puts an 0, K, upon. whatever
Elun a parly moy adopt. Homa seam’ to
o satisfled ‘with the moere thought that
noparty plan hag: bean” legulized,!’ whilo
othors Inglst that (he Jegrlizntlon nmounty
to nothing. unlése the perdons. concernec
ean  enforce thoir rightsin' tha' courts
and [nvoke the avenging power of erim-
inal statutes  against” these  who  may
make o mockety of the plan In priae-
tiee.,  Bome think primaries should . bo

optional | witly the, portles, while' othurs
wlsh ' them compulsory, . 8ome  bellave
thnt Lhe party commitlees should have

nbsolute control over the machinery of

the primary eloction, while others thinlk

thoy should hove none. T
TE

ST
Some think the State should bear .ihe
whole oxpenss’ of primaries; otlhers that

r

only. part of the ex{mnm should 'be borno:

hy the State, while stlil’ anolher class
think the State wphould pay nothing at
all for such pur}ilotlus. Bomo want stralght
primaries in nall. coses; others want con-
ventlons in all cases, while stlll - others
thinle thot there should be stralght pri-
niarles In some cases and conventions in
others. .1t {a clear that no bllliwill be
entisiaotory iniall respects to all of thess
classes of persons, Tho best that can
ho dono |8 to secure one which as nearly
a5 possible meets the views of all, with-
gut belng wholly obnoxloud'to any, Gov-
ernment haa hoen defined -to be tha sel-
enoe of tha mecond best, 1 we ecannot
hove the low which Is 1deally the best,
wa can pt least have the best io be had,

The' general publie has an Intoreat In
the falr selection of candidates, because
thoso “candidites becoms officers and od-
minister ihe government for the whnle
neople. A candldate who obtalng his
nominatlon by fraud may, perhaps, make
a fraudulent’ officer. We  safeguard our
general ‘electlon with an elaborate system
of laws, though these electlons Inomony
cages merely ratify - party. nominptions,
while the nominations have no safeguards
provided, A falr, orderly and decenl sys-
tem of party. nominatlons cannot fall 1o
murk an advanea in good government by
preventing  demoralizetion among  the
people and by cnoournging self-respecting
cltizonyg (to seck such nominntiong,

From m party dtandpoint |t would seem
of prime importance’ thot" ally nomina-
tlons should bo falrly made, without even
the susplelon’af froud, If the ‘party il
Is to be falrly ascertained and dissatls-
foetlon and dlsruption avolded, I s true
that under the best system that can be
devised some: ovil pracices will ' pravall
Ta' that extent, a law for ithe tolnl pre-
ventlon of froud s attempling the Im-
posaible; 8o our laws agalnst erime do
not entirely provent It, but no =anc per-
son _hag advocated thelr repeal on that
fAecount, That an evil ls prevalent and
impossible of eradicntion I8 the strongest

psslble reasen for reduclng it to a min-

mum.

THE SYSTEM.

From a Democratle point of view thera
Iz no longer the n&nezattﬁ of argument
in favor of primarics. They haye ‘heen
grovwing In popularity for many Yedrs
until to-day the sentlment ls overwhzim-
Ingly tn their tavor. 'The last State con-
veptlon  adopted them ns n Tigld party
polley. In the gbsence of a stntutory plan
the convention empowered the Stale Cen-
tra] Committee to formulete one and pro-
mulgato 1L ifor all_nominations down Lo
mambers of the Ceneral  Assembly, and
all of the present Legislature who were
elected last rall, ns well as Senator Dan-
fol, who=has succeeded  hlmself In the
United Stutes Sennte; recelved thelr nom-
inations In this manner. .

1t Is true that some features of the plan
promulgated by the State Commlitice were
ohjectionalile tao many. The viva, voce
mathod of votlng was' proteated’ agningb
almost everywhers and ' repudiated  in
many parts aof the State, 7The opinlon Iy
pracileally unanimous that It shouwld not
hove heen adopted, nnd will not' be' tol-
erated agaln,  The faet that tho | plan
mitde  primaries compulsory in ull econ-
gressional and leglslative districts, with-

WS Ta-
gnrded generally as o mistake, but It
wns Lho mistuka of the convention, and
not of the gommittee, The further fact
that the number of judges nnd clerks
was not lUmited and thelr pﬂfy nol re-
strleted allowéd opportunities for unrens
sonablo nssoEsments  upon candldatos.
Thera wns no provision in tho plan by
which  any voter could know whether
hiz vote was counted as east, nor any
enndidate to know whether the returns
were fﬂil‘]?‘ mado,, if the judges wore nol

R ]

go inecline :
FTECTS.

Tho poll Lionks wera left In the custody
of the wvaricus commliilees, presumubly
in ‘the cuslody of the ohairman or some
other members ‘of \the committeos, Thala
wags nothing: te Eruvunt the ocustodlan
from  doctorlng  these books' o sult hig
views, or the returns which had alreads
heen sent, provided, of course, that he
hindl no . seruples: ngalnst such o courde,
Phe candidate on the outside of the polls,
who had. phecked up the vote as It was
glyen, conld, of courde, depose to the
Btate Comunittes that the relurns wore
falge, but the judges might outawear him,
unless he eould take all the peapla who
hadl. voted for him, by special traln, o
the commlttes, 1t 18 not intimated thal
nny of thesa things dld occur—only ihal
thoy might have ocourred, No law would
he needed to restrain those who are lnws:
fully inclined, | Under the plun: gt the
tommitteo  fraud ‘eould mot  haye been
sroven, and, 1P proven, oeuld not have
bean puntghed. It would seen, then, that
this plan 18 hopelossly lmperfect. In pays
fng hls |t s nol Intended to vefleat. in
tho sllghtest
the commilien,
core, ol doulitless

u'lm.r were oblé and sin:
hought they had su-
cured the best plap in sight, All critiolam
nf them bLecuuge of defectn In the plan—
and there: were pome harsh arltlelsme—
wis enilraly, ynjust,

Hhe fuel fs—aml this aleo 18 snid with
groat geferetce o the gentlemen of the
enminitioe—it cannot he oxpected that o
Targe hody, #uch s Lhe Btute, Commit=
tep, Hving somifar aport, meatlng 80 Hel-
dom aid ror go ghort o time, w thellttle
thime or opportunity. fop discussion, with
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the ' neceasliy of dolng n thing hastlly or
leaving It to onp or two men to-do lals-
urely, ecan, In the naturs of things, ac-
complish satlafactorily such a matter as
drn T.In{ a primary  clection law, At
least, It ls no dlspiragement 1o say that
the same mon could do so muchi.betler
{f.they wero members of the Leglalnture
and. gould have 'tho measure conslderer
earefully In: commitiees, with opportunity
for all porsona to be heard, sitting doy
afler day, working out the detuils of' the
lan, and’ hoving the advantage of o full

{sgussion ‘on’ the floor of both houscs,
and knowlng further that swhat wns helng
done would have the nuthority of " law,
with all /the safegunrds snd penaltles
which attnch to o statute. The powers
of a Atate Committes may well he execu-
tive, and In some cases [t i4 proper that
they should bs judlelal, but it s sub-
mitteq  that thelr: orgeplzation Ia such!
thntk thoy. are not adapted to leglslative
work. i
COMMITTEE'S ADAPTATION.

But even If such n committee were
adapted to the work of devising a pri-
mary plan, It would acarcely bhe sntis-
tactory to nspirants: for nominations nol
to know how many or what changes the
commitiee |s ¥D!ng to' make In the plan
from time to tine without notlee.. Whao la
golng to ratify In advance s plin of!
whosa -detalls ho {4 not ceriain? “Would
not tho first frults of such n aystim he
“to precipitate o hitter contest over “1ﬂ
geloction of the membera of the commit-
tee' who would then have oulocratlc
authority over the minutest dotails ot tho
P:nn?- Would nol such n conteat be lesy
lkely to ogcur If the powers of ths com-|
mitton  wers restricted to ordering. tha
primary and prescribing cerlnin  neces-
sary and supp amontal rulbs?  Moreover,
the plan. of & committes. however excel-
lont, cannot have the force and effect of
o statute. It s not belloved that a parly
committes can bae given the wer to
adapt s set of rules which, it violated,
will make the violator subject lo fino or
imprisonment, It ls clear that to do 50
would be In effect o delegatlon to suct
A committee of the power to enact crim-
Thal laws, and It 1s equally clear that
such a power cannot be 8o delegated.
Even 1t It could, it cannnt he ws=i haw
an elaborate and- detatled system, Auch
as our election laws, Intended to apply
to tha election of officers, can le made
at ona stroke to apply to so different
n thing ns the nomination “of candidates
for office, Tha phrasa, ‘s far as appli-
cnble:" does not help the case, 1L tha
general election: laws are wholly  {nappll-
ciblp,  There are many agencles brought
into” play In . primary election  which
heva' no analogy I the regulnr nlm:linnﬁE
and. laws Intended for the Intter would
not in the least apply to the f_orme‘r.

THE TITLE T0O THE ACT.
1t- {5 aerlously doubted whether tho
ttle to the' nct la sufMclently hrond’ 10
make the recent’ enoctment repurding |
wrimary  elections constitutional. That
itla provides for ! enoral, local and spe-
olal eleetions.’” 1t {s gaubtful whether a
primary election la an plection Tnteiall
within the meaning of thuot title, or, 248
tha word Is uscd In the Constitution, 1f
{t" 1s, ' then the expense of such n elec-
tion must be borne by the countiés and
cltjes, whethor hold I% Democrats, Ite-
publicans, Popullsts, | rohibltioniats: or
nther parties. - The conclusion would seemn
to throw deubt upon the pramised, 1

In conclusion, it is clear to tho minda

that we now haye no antlstie-

ofRInan ¥ plon; that the

tory or legallzed primary :
Legyiala.turg 18 the proper body fo formus
Jate such a plan, and that the friendy of
the primary principles - should unite [n
domanding o primary, nw whioh wil glve
gatisfaction as genernlly ag posalble, and
which will furnish n fihr - opportunity Lo
members of all partios to oxpross thelr
cholee of cnnd%s:tm

05%35\51@'%?. MACHEN,
iGN el Dot it
THE TORRENS SYSTEM.

A Few Words to Thoge Who
Will be Benefited by It.

reitten for The 'tlmes-Dispatah.)
{“III!' ;\}EN OF BMALL MEANS. : |
Thi (first two, nrtleles ot this sml.f:‘s.
which nppepred’ fn - The Ilmv:a-Dlsr-ntLlh
of Itehruary 18th and 19th, troated this
subjeot parileularly with roferspce to fur
muers-and buslness men, respectively, To-
iy we ask men sof small means all over
sho Blate, without regnrd ko thelr oocu-
pittion or nnllu{sl. t?‘ c?lggéggglhau\:mrhi‘:w
{li he benefilad by the [ §
it THOMAS JEFFENREON'E OPINION,
The world hnd recognized My, Jeftevdon
as one of the ‘:;.t”"\'\:'hl;mn t‘]illl;:_l ﬁf:ll(l’l‘il;}a
a4 ced, AT
haa ever produce &hnrnunh-_
trained fn nll the progeased o rensons
11{: ququip]mﬂ with the Kunowladge
\of Iho nees, voraed In the hiatory, philgs-|
ophy and laws of nther 1;[;#.!{:111!' o wia
sifted with & genlus for nelght! into the
vury henyt oof things, wreiting from: Fon-
tninebleau to o [riend In Virgini when ho
was minister 1o Frapee: in 1785, ho says;
e smnll lund o holgeps are e mbat
precioys part of tho state-n peliegtion:
foreed upon him by ohservation of the
pitiinl and helpldss eondition of the pend-
ants-nf Franee, If this was troe: In 1788,

' {hat tha truth of fhe stule-
Wl More. o i of fay mare

mont e mepe. evident ond
\1‘{-.‘Lht now. thin -1t waa’ at that oarly
duy. 1Moro the tendgncles towards  the
centraligntion of powen .and wealth nre
mugl, pore; pronounced now, than they
were in 1785, and the aaeendaney of the
Ploh gver the poor would ba mora: oomes
plete 1 1L wors not for that gieal Lody
af eltlzens vepresentod by the small lapnd
holders.. These are the congorvative, M-
teiligent aid uncorpupled yotera who hold
iy Balanea of powey pad can muka thely
infiuence | felt In o Lhe Stote whepeinr
uroussd tg Pxpress thelr will.
13 BMALL LAND TTOLLERS

The lgrpens system s, incall ta detally
oo eperatlons, especinllydeslgned Lo
Yorigfit the' fmall land holders. 1t 18 not

only contrived ta holp thogs who already.
Wi il 3.0

1o acquite real estate. You can see Lhat
Wb must do this becnuse [tiwlll make your;
WUtla: certain: {t whl grently rodues tho
corls and charges attending the tranefer|
of title, and It will snable you lo borTow
moeney: upon-your innd | wickly and cheap-
Iy. 1t will. do more than ihis. It will
enabla  you  to borrow  emall sums. for
ovor A, 00 or 80 days, If you wish w short
lean, | Under our present’lows, you knowl
‘thiit these things nre 1mpanaibla. If:- youl
have any. doubt that they are 1ot only
poralble, but actual facts wherever {hu
Turreny syatem prevalls, you have simply
to examingé the records_nf thoso countiries

in which titles are regixtered.: Hon, o
Fartescue-Drickdale, B, A., of Lincoln's
Inn, Barrister, and now Regiater of tho!
Latc Ofilce under the Torrens system in
London, i the grealest English authority |
on tho subject. In hls *Notes on Land}
‘Pronkfer in Vurlous Countries,!' you wiill
g thesa statements: Speaking of Vie-|
tarla, lis quotes from a letter, “It lg.al
metter - of five minutes senrch in the!
‘Mitles Office to itnow If- the land you are
pshed -to advanece -on  ls nlready, bur-
dened, and to what extont, ‘There can be
no doubt that the system' hes very much
rucilitated deanlings In land, aw It' s
worlied cheaply, ond {a so simple {hat]
magagers of lend and bullding companics
hitlitunlly - effect transfors themselves.''
Speaking of Now South Wales, he quotes !
from. n letter of n member of the Leglela- |
tive Counell! 'The working men of New
Soutli Wales fre almost, nll becoming
janded proprietors, but hardly one of them
wculd ever attend a sale of land If It
were not announeed in the advertisement:
What the title was that of Torrens's act'!
Bpesking of  Bouth Australln,” he quoles
from Hon. R, C. Baker, n colonial lawyer,
ay followa: “'Under the Torrens system,
iransters ara completed, 1 may almost
sy, In o few. minutes, with.a minimum
of costs to both parties. 1 have not onply
hoard of Instances, 1 haye lnown' them
In my own office, where tranafers or
mortgaees, ole, have been completed in
les Lhan a gquarter of an hour, and the
people of Bouth Australla look upon the
wer us the grentest boon' that has peen
given them.” Mr, Brickdalo sums up the
matter by saying: “Wa have loocked for
evidence In dispurngement of the Torrens
note,  and have nat bheen able to find
any.” Mlese are strong words, caming ns
th Ao from. a conservatlve lawyer, who
has studled this subject Lor years, who
hai been  gent abredd by the  Engllah
government 'lo  ecolloct (nformation for
i'nvfiament, and who has munda offleinl,
delalled roports to his governmenl In con-
sequence of which the Engllsh land trans-
for oet of 1807 was passed,

THE PEOFLE MOBT INTERESTED,

The Interests of the grent maoss of they
peopia are Involved in this: subject. It‘]
you think for & moment you will sge that?
questions of title ars of the utmoat son-|
ucrlluencn to the. man. of smoall  meana.
unly a o comparatively trifilng amount ol
the rich man'g fortune s represented by
his Direie, howover elegant and juxurlpus
it may he, His chlef Investment aere. in
siocks and bonds n8 o ryle. 1f thero Ia
finy defect ind bk title” hie gun ohaslly pay |
Lo hive It removed, and ever if ho losel(’
tha property it will ‘not serlously affect
fdm. But the  man of amall meaps has|
1abred fop yoars to acqulire hls homei)
It, roprosenty” the sweat of hia brow. it
tha title Is defective, he can scarcely
afford to  havo it cured. Idtlgation miaf
gieal hardship to hlimi And 10 he Joses |
hia home, all 1s gone, and he {s a rulped’
min. It menns n tofal wroek of lortune
anil the severeat suffering of -thoss ho
loves, The Torrens systom 'will. glve as-
murance against any ‘such disaster | Lo
overy numble eitizen. It will also cnabla
him’ to secura ready eredlt In' Lime of
need and dlsiress, %

HOW MANY OWN LANDS?

Ona of the exhiblia’ filed by the Audl-
tos of Publie Accaunts before the rocant
Constitutipnal  Conventlon,  shows . ihnt
moro thun 100,000 malo adulta wers as-
schyed for taxos on ren| eatpte, yalued at
nat lons than $300 for' \he, vear of 1900,
Y'hat 4 to say, 4718 11@:‘ cent. of ull the
mula adults In Virginia "are lownors of
At lonst 100 worth of ‘real cstate, Hvery'
ane of (hese 100,000 volera wlil be materi-
alty ‘henefited By the 'Torrens system, and
iy vitnlly concerned In the fate of Housa |
pill No. 84, 10 you value your Iniercsts
and enra to have your plghts respected, |
promoted und protectod, you should writs |
b once. to your represintatives In the |
Housa and Henate, urking the passage pf |
(hla L Thode wha favop it will be domg '
you a gervice, angd thosg who n|:{m_su.1;|
will bo opposing, not only your Inlerests,
put those of the Commonwealth as well,

WHO BEALS THE BURDENS, »-

The burdena of oup present land laws
bezy most harshly upon the men of small
108ans, This ls tive, not only hoeause our
humble  eltizens Buffer most from the
Inlgquities of exiatilng lax lnwa,  but ho»
phuse (hey are practically prevented from!
making  any use of thelp real ocalates
Thi: wenllhy man never carves Lo’ borrow
emall sums of monar orp s realty, it
gete large Joans 'or lopg’ lerms,’ o oan,
theretors, afford {6 pay the heavy costs
nnd oharges (mposed upon all transacs
tlope with resl ‘estate, But thal s not
the ease with men of small means, You
walit a small sum of money, and perhips
for A short thme. But, |f you/ try Lo get
sueh s lean on your lands, you will find
Lt the costs 'and’ {ntereat will make the
burden oppresslye, For, o you kpow, the
borrower his Lo pay the commlssions,

foey and clarges of evory sorf and dos
seription,
1t s plalp, o thergfore, that! the  poop

it s ppactically deprived of lls proper-
ty tu the cxtent that he | prevejted
from usipg |t undep nup presant laws,
All theso Inoguallties and ‘this Injustica
angd the cruel favfeitura of lands for de-
lnGuent taxes wlll be prevented by House
Wi} -No, 84, . s JN
: Offices All Closed, .
Allthe Btito and city offlees were prags |
tirally tlosed yesterday snimccount of:fhe |

Joautwill result
.ds“_, g{tﬂ 5\;}:‘1 h{!%'"““ .

pirthday. af Georgp AVashinglon, Thay!|
Wil o Lualigss 83 usyal fo-




